
 

 

 

 

We are pleased to announce that the 
Grand Opening for People Helping 
People’s HELP Center has been 
scheduled for Tuesday, May 7 from 
10AM-2PM.   

The Hernando County Chamber of 
Commerce will be conducting the 
Ribbon Cutting ceremony at noon.  
Refreshments and hors d’oeuvres 
will be served.  Please join us at 
1396 Kass Circle, Spring Hill, FL 
34606.  Tour the facility, learn about 
our programs, and celebrate this 
exciting milestone with us. 

 

APPRECIATION DAY 

March 1 was locally known to many 
non-profit organizations as Publix 
Appreciation Day.  United Way 

affiliate agencies in Hernando 
County spent the day visiting the 
local eight Publix stores to give 
thanks to the employees for their 
generous support of the United Way 
of Hernando County.   

The opportunity was truly rewarding.  
It was great to take the time out of 
an otherwise busy day to slow down 
and tell people thank you face to 
face.  In most stores, we had the 
opportunity to share stories or really 
describe to the Publix just how their 
incredible corporate culture makes 
such a tremendous impact, in our 
case, on the hungry. 

Thank you to the volunteers who 
helped visit all the stores, and share 
our story & mission.  Thank you to 
the United Way of Hernando County 
for choosing People Helping People 
as an affiliate.  And thank you Publix 
f o r r e i n v e s t i n g b a c k i n t h e 
community so generously. 
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CHILI COOK-OFF /  DESSERT 
BAKE-OFF 

On March 9th PHP hosted its very first event at the HELP 
Center in Kass Circle.  The weather was perfect, the food 
was superb, the HELP Center was full, and smiles were 
everywhere.  

Nearly thirty chili & dessert contestants showcased their 
finest recipes.   Guests had the opportunity to sample 
beef, turkey, chicken, pork, sausage, vegetarian, vegan, 
bean-laden, and bean-free chilis. Desserts were equally 
splendid.  Sugar lovers were certainly catered to.  
Cookies, muffins, pastries, and cakes oh-my.  It was truly 
incredible. 

Congratulations to the following contestants: 
‣ Dessert Bake Off Winner  - Emma Lambert  
‣ People’s Choice Chili - Clarence Crawford 
‣ Judge’s Choice Chili - Kateri Karish 

We are so grateful for everyone who attended the event, 
and enjoyed the delicious food.  Thank you sponsors for 
supporting our programs.  Thank you Barbara and Mary 
for being the event co-chairs.  Thank you to the small 
army of volunteers who kept everything running.  After 
subtracting the bills and reimbursing expenses, the 
event generated $5,957 in net revenue to be applied to 
our programs. 

DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF  
TIMBER PINES 

People Helping People spreads the news about its 
mission, progress, and plans by word-of-mouth, food 
drives, events, a small community outreach team, 
partnerships, and speaking engagements.   

In March, PHP had the distinct pleasure of speaking to 
the Timber Pines Democratic Club.  We are grateful for 
the opportunity to visit with such great groups of 
community minded citizens.  

Hernando County is home to many truly impoverished 
residents.  Additionally, a considerable number of 
individuals, and families, are financially constrained due 
to being “under-employed.”  Many families struggle 
month-to-month with the ever-increasing cost of 
housing, utilities, transportation, insurance, medical care, 
and education.  This can easily leave few, if any options 
for the quantity/quality of food consumption, savings, 
and discretionary spending. 

If your organization is looking for speakers, do not 
hesitate to contact us at admin@phphernando.org. We 
are always looking for opportunities to spread the word.  

PHP is not a political organization and does not engage 
in any political campaign activity.  

SONNY’S BBQ 

Thank you Sonny’s BBQ for hosting a special  day to 
raise funds for the essential programs of People Helping 
People.  On March 20, Sonny’s BBQ donated $1,315 
(15% of the day’s sales) to PHP.  Local support by 
corporations and individuals is the life-blood of People 
Helping People.  We do not receive any federal, state, or 
municipal financial support for our operations. 
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SUNDAY BLESSINGS -  FIRST  
MEAL AT THE HELP CENTER 

Sunday, March 24, was a major milestone for PHP.  On 
that beautiful Sunday, we were tremendously excited to 
host our very first Sunday Blessings meal out of the new 
HELP Center.   

Almost a decade after the very first Sunday Blessings 
meal service, PHP can now celebrate its very own 
commercial kitchen, food pantry, meeting/dining space, 
offices, shower, laundry, and administrative spaces. 

Approximately 48 guests visited the HELP Center for a 
delicious meal donated by Hooters.  The change in 
location caused an initial dip in attendance that has 
since bounced back. 

We are humbled by the support from our volunteers, 
donors, and partner organizations for their support. 

 

HELP CENTER FREE & 
CHARITABLE WALK-IN CLINIC 

People Helping People plans to open a health clinic for 
uninsured, and low income residents.  PHP is registered 
with the National Association of Free & Charitable 
Clinics and the Florida Department of Health.   

The clinic hosted at PHP will be officially operated by the 
health department.  Patients will need to register for 
eligibility.  In the beginning, the clinic will operate one 
day per week.  Depending on demand, and availability 
of volunteer staff, the program may expand. 

In the mean time, we are accepting donations.  Due to 
the nature of the operation (medical clinic), donations of 
goods  is screened for safety, and quality.  Financial 
donations are also welcome.  Clinical needs include:  

‣ Mini-fridge 
‣ Disposable drapes / pillowcases 

‣ Exam table 
‣ Otoscope / ophthalmoscope  
‣ Blood Pressure Monitor 
‣ Thermometers 
‣ Glucose Meters 
‣ Pulse Oximeters 
‣ Stethoscopes 
‣ Tourniquets 
‣ Copy Machine 
‣ Medical supplies 
‣ Stock Medicines 
‣ Equipment Cart 

Please contact admin@phphernando.org for specific 
inquiries. 

PUBLIX CARES DAY 

Almost exactly a month after we celebrated Publix 
Appreciation Day, local Publix employees participated in 
an annual campaign called Publix Cares day; to show 
their support and concern for the well-being of the 
community.   

Stephanie, Assistant Store Manager from the Publix at 
Lakewood Plaza coordinated Publix Appreciation Day 
efforts and Staff from the Avalon store came to the HELP 
Center at 1396 Kass Circle and spent a day putting as 
many layers of paint on the food pantry walls as they 
could.   

Just a few days earlier, students from the Springstead 
BETA Club helped to move all of the shelves away from 
the walls to make room for the Publix crew. 
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By the end of the day the fresh paint made the pantry 
feel bigger, brighter, and much more welcoming.  The 
volunteer crew did a wonderful job and kept their 
contagious enthusiasm throughout their service.  They 
all took some paint home with them (hehe) to remind 
them of their experience for time to come.  Thank you 
Publix! 

 

GLENLAKES BINGO 

Thank you GlenLakes Garden Club for hosting an 
evening of BINGO at the Country Club on March 26.  
Attendance was great, and the atmosphere splendid.  
Proceeds from the evening went to benefit PHP 
programs and the winner of the 50/50 donated back his 
winnings to PHP for a grand total benefit of $687.  We 
are so blessed to have the support of such a fine 
community. 

SUNDAY MEAL SPONSORS 
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PAT BAIG
JIBBER JABBERS

April 2019 Edition    |    People Helping People In Hernando County, Inc.    |    www.phphernando.org    |    Page �4

http://www.phphernando.org


WEEKEND BLESSINGS  
BACKPACK PROGRAM 

As the academic year is coming to an end, we want to 
take the opportunity to give thanks to the Weekend 
Blessings partner organizations who help assist with the 
regular operations of the student backpack program in 
Hernando County Schools. 

These organizations are champions in the efforts to 
relieve hunger.  This academic year we had a constantly 
growing demand for support.  Recently, we have been 
serving over 730 students weekly, and as high as 740 
students.  That is a lot of bellies, and a lot of food.  In 
fact, the estimated meal count is approximately 40,800 
at a cost of over $100,000. 

Thank you to the following partner organizations: 

‣ First Baptist Church of Shady Rest for Fox Chapel 
Middle 
‣ First United Methodist Church of Spring Hill for 

West Hernando Middle School 
‣ Forest Oaks Lutheran Church for Explorer K-8 
‣ Grace Presbyterian Church for Spring Hill Head Start 
‣ Islamic Center of Hernando County for Weeki 

Wachee High School & Winding Waters K-8 
‣ Nativity Lutheran Church for Pine Grove Elementary 
‣ Spring Lake United Methodist Church for Eastside 

Elementary 
‣ St. Andrew's Episcopal Church for Spring Hill 

Elementary 
‣ St Anthony the Abbot Catholic Church for 

Brooksville Head Start 
‣ Temple Beth David for Deltona Elementary 

We are also grateful for the many financial supporters 
and food drive facilitators. 

It is hard for many people to imagine how a lack of 
nutrition can alter behavior so much; but it does. Better 
test scores, improved reading skills, positive behavior, 
improved health and increased attendance have all 
been attributed to this very successful program.  

In addition, we know that when we have the ability to 
help those in need, and we do, the precious lives we 
serve are reminded that their community cares about 
them, their well-being, and their future.  

RECENT FOOD DRIVES 

The scheduled spring food drives are wrapping up and 
we are approaching 6,000 pounds of donated food in 
the 31 food drives so far. Thank you to all the 
companies, communities, organizations, and families for 
all your efforts! 

Here are our top ten contributors for the spring so far: 

1. Crosspoint Church - 1003 lbs 
2. St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church - 635 lbs 
3. Hernando County Schools - 436 lbs 
4. The Wellington - 415 lbs 
5. Publix @ GlenLakes - 305 lbs 
6. Zig Zag Scallop - 301 lbs 
7. Fiesta Day - 293 lbs 
8. High Point - 225 lbs 
9. Knights of Columbus - 201 lbs 
10. YMCA - 192 lbs 
11. GlenLakes - 145 lbs 

 

HELP NEEDED 

People Helping People has a number of volunteer 
positions available. Dedicated volunteers are needed to 
help with the following:      

A volunteer is needed to help coordinate volunteer 
servers for the Sunday Blessings meal. This volunteer's 
primary job is to call new and existing volunteers to 
make sure we have an adequate number of servers each 
week on Sunday.   

Volunteers are needed to help at the new HELP Center. 
These individuals could be responsible for assisting with 
food drives, sorting and weighing donated food, as well 
as checking dates and placing food on pantry shelves. 

Volunteers are needed to help maintain the HELP 
Center.  These volunteers would be needed for janitorial 
and maintenance positions around the new facility.  

Two people are needed to work with the team that 
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schedules and manages numerous food drives, This 
involves identifying new prospects, delivering containers 
and picking up when drives conclude and delivering to 
Kass Circle.  Should have a truck, van or large SUV.   

If interested in exploring one of these volunteer 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s p l e a s e g o t o o u r w e b s i t e : 
phphernando.org and click on the volunteer tab on the 
front page. You should complete the online Volunteer 
Talent Survey if you have not already done so. If you'd 
like to talk with a live person, please contact our 
executive director, Evan Sommerfeld at (540)537-6305 
or admin@phphernando.org. 

!  

FEEDING TAMPA BAY  
MOBILE PANTRY 

Join a great team of volunteers led by the YMCA 
Togetherhood committee to serve literally hundreds of 
people in need of supplemental groceries. It is a 
blessing to be able to make such a positive impact on 
someone's day. Come be a part of the relief effort. 

PHP is asking for help from a few volunteers every 
month to help supplement the YMCA Togetherhood 
team that has been so wonderful to PHP.  Volunteers 
would help setup and distribute meats, canned goods, 
breads, vegetables, and anything else loaded in the 
truck that morning.  For dates, times, location, and to 
sign-up, please click here. 
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